
recent years the effort has focused on
building churches in outlying villages at
the request of Father Mencias. A 10-
member steering committee also estab-
lishes annual goals for other projects.

In previous visits, parishioners built
three houses and about 150 latrines. Ef-
forts also have included drilling wells—
a labor intensive task which didn’t al-
ways prove to be highly successful be-
cause of a lack of good geologic records-
-and the installation of miniature water
filtration systems in two villages.

Working on the ground with the par-
ish is Hector Rosales, a community out-
reach worker hired by St. Basil to comb
the poorest villages for pressing needs.
When a team from Brecksville arrives, pa-
rishioners set out to accomplish as much
as possible from Rosales’ to-do list.

Rosales.38, describes his job as “pro-
moting the church.” He’s been at it for
five years.

When the Ohioans are not in the coun-
try, Rosales organizes communities to
work on projects themselves, such as
building latrines or identifying health
care needs. All of the costs are covered
by the Brecksville parish.

Bishop Thomas A. Muldoon of the
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LIFE GIVING WATER
Richard Pine opens a valve and the

sound of flowing water surrounds a small
group of people gathered in a 100-
square foot concrete block structure that
houses a small water filtration system.
In 20 minutes, the 75 residents of the
village of El Jute, Honduras will have 250
gallons of fresh water to use as they
wish.

It wasn’t that way 16 months ago.
Until November 2006 villagers got their
water as they had for generations: by
trekking over rocky, rutted paths to a
stream that feeds the nearby Guarizama
River, scooping what water they needed
into jugs and lugging it back home.

Now the task takes just a few min-
utes because the inexpensive system is
conveniently located in the village. All
they have to do is turn on a spigot.

Installed at a cost of $1,200 by mem-
bers of St. Basil the Great Parish, the
filtration system is sized to provide one
gallon of water per person per day. It may
not seem like a lot, but having clean wa-
ter for cooking and bathing is a bless-
ing, villagers say.

Pine has found the systems help re-
duce illnesses, such as dysentery,
caused by water borne bacteria.

Villagers pay 10 lemperas (50 cents)
per household per month for the water.
The fee is collected by a committee
which uses the money to maintain the
system. It costs about $10 a month to
operate the system. With no electricity
in the village, a gasoline powered en-
gine runs the pump that draws water
from a nearby stream. St. Basil provides
replacement filters.

It’s a pretty simple system,” explained
Pine, an emergency room doctor at
Lutheran Medical Center who has
spurred the parish’s efforts to provide
clean water in isolated villages.

The filtration system consists of a se-
ries of filters ranging from 25 microns to
a half micron. At each step, more impuri-
ties are filtered out. Chlorine is added
along the way and a carbon filter at the
end of the line removes the chlorine taste.

The parish has installed two such sys-
tems, the other being in Los Ranchos, a
village several miles south of San Fran-
cisco de la Paz.

A third system is planned for El Ro-
deo, a village not far from El Jute but
higher in the mountains, in July, when
members of the Brecksville parish will
visit again.

Richard Pine inspects a supply line that is
part of a small water filtration system in El
Jute, Honduras. The system is the second
installed by St. Basil the Great parishioners
in Honduras in recent years.

Diocese of Juticalpa, where San Fran-
cisco de la Paz is located, said the St.
Basil mission has helped people in re-
mote villages to better connect with the
local church.

“Without a doubt it’s a tremendous
service,” said Bishop Muldoon, a native
of Boston. “It’s a great relationship. Of
course, we’re very, very happy about the
relationship.”

St. Basil will have one of its own on
the ground starting in May. Parishioner
Dan Prater will visit the area about six
weeks before each scheduled mission
trip to “be St. Basil’s eyes and ears.”

Recently retired from the Veterans Ad-
ministration, Prater, 61, is studying
Spanish in Copan, Honduras and will
work closely with Rosales, Father
Mencias and the Diocese of Juticalpa.

“For the first time in my life I’m mak-
ing way for God, stepping out in faith,”
he said.

Having returned from a mission trip
with the parish in 2005, Prater has been
looking for a way to serve the poor villag-
ers of Olancho. “They seem so grateful of
the things we take for granted,” he said.
“I see myself on a journey and God is writ-
ing the itinerary.”

Building churches
When it comes to

building a church, vil-
lagers lay the founda-
tion and prepare the
site prior to the ar-
rival of the St. Basil
team. On site, mis-
sion team members
build the a concrete
block shell over the
course of seven to
eight days. They are
joined by master
mason Jose Tomas
Flores, whom the
parish hires to di-
rect the construc-
tion project.

Without the
benefit of modern
machinery, the team lays block
course by course. Cement is mixed by
hand: two 80-pound bags of mortar, 30
shovelfuls of sand (trucked to the site
from a nearby stream bed by villagers)
and water piped through a plastic hose
from a local well.

Once the shell is completed, the par-
ish hires a contractor to put on the roof

and install floor-
ing. Villagers do much of the remaining
work, such as installing window grates
and doors, covering the concrete block
with stucco and painting the building.

Father Jenne said a typical church
costs about $4,500 from start to finish
with St. Basil covering all expenses.

In 2007, the parish received $44,600
in cash donations for the mission work.
On top of that, countless donations of
dental supplies, school supplies, books
and clothing come in during the weeks
before a team heads south.

A major source of funds is an annual
Lenten almsgiving program where parish-
ioners save coins in cups placed on their
kitchen tables. That alone nets $12,000
to $18,000 every Lent, Father Jenne said.

A bulletin announcement about a newly
established tuition sponsorship program
in San Francisco de la Paz led parishio-
ners to contribute $21,000 during the first
two weeks of January for scholarships
($150 for elementary students, $250 for
high school students), school uniforms,
shoes and transportation.

The parish is planning a celebration
for Father Jenne’s 65th birthday tomor-
row evening. All financial gifts will ben-
efit the Honduran mission program.

The parish is planning two more trips
for this year—one in July and another in
November. The first most likely will fo-
cus on medical needs. Late in the year,
the tentative plan calls for building an-
other village church.

“I just think that connection between
a parish in the United States and some-
where in Honduras or anywhere in the
world is a valuable connection,” Father
Jenne said. “It takes us beyond our bor-
ders to see the needs of others.”

Honduras  from pg. 9

The village of El Rodeo is surrounded by ruggedmountains covered with lush vegetation.
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